
 

 



Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG) 
Private nonprofit colleges in Virginia are dedicated to helping Virginia students succeed.   

 

 The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG) program was established in 1971. The legislature recognized the need 
for a private college grant that would help offset the public college subsidy, and the citizens of Virginia agreed.  Voters 
approved the TAG program in a statewide referendum.   

 

 TAG provides annual grants to Virginia residents who are full-time students at an eligible private college or 
university.  In 2012-2013, approximately 22,000 Virginia residents will receive non-need based tuition grants of $2,800 
(undergraduate) and $1,300 (graduate students in health professions).  The award amount is based on the number of 
eligible students and the amount of funds appropriated by the General Assembly.  TAG grants are limited to four years 
at the undergraduate level.    

 

 This year, TAG is celebrating 40 years of making a college education more affordable for over 182,000 Virginians, 
including many low and middle income families.  Private colleges continue to serve a wide variety of Virginia students 
in terms of academic ability and socio-economic profile. 

 

There are over 22,000 Faces of TAG…24 would like to share their story with you. 
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Averett University 

Siani Cooper  
Liberal Studies with a Teaching 

License (Special Education) 
Class of 2016  

Prospect, Virginia 

Without TAG, I honestly would not be doing the things I am doing at this point 
in my life. I am so grateful. TAG gave me a lot of money to attend Averett 
University. It lowered my doubts about being in debt for the rest of my life. I 
have some loans, but they aren’t as much they would have been without this 
grant. I live with just my dad and he is disabled and cannot work at all, so it is 
hard for us at times. I couldn’t find a job to help out towards college, but I am 
now doing work study to help with my college costs. 
 
At Averett University, I am the new leader of Public Relations on the Cougar 
Activities Board, I am on the dance team, and I may be joining the tennis team 
in the Spring. I am trying to be involved on campus, because I may never get 
the chance to do it again. I wanted to attend Averett University because my 
cousin told me about it then I looked it up for myself. I read about all the 
activities, etc. I like how it’s a small school and they help you thoroughly with 
your classes. They care so much about you. I am studying to become a 
kindergarten teacher!! I wish to finish in 4 years and continue on to get my 
Master’s Degree. 
 
 



Bluefield College 

Morgan Lloyd 
History with Teacher License  

Class of 2013 
Gum Spring, Virginia 

 

I have been blessed to be able to attend Bluefield College. When 
picking a school, Bluefield was at the top of my list. There was one 
problem: money.  I knew that my parents and I would not be able to 
afford Bluefield.  I explained this to my admissions counselor, and 
she informed me about the tuition assistance I could receive.  My 
first year at Bluefield, I needed just a little more money to be able to 
make ends meet, and then I remembered the TAG scholarship. So I 
called my admissions counselor and I realized how much it would 
help.  
 
Since being at Bluefield I have been blessed to have made so many 
new friends and have so many opportunities available to me. I am a 
senior senator on SGA, a member on the Student Union Board, 
Ambassador Program, Bonner Program, a resident hall assistant, and 
involved the Teachers Education Program. Last May, I was able to 
study abroad in China. Later that summer, I interned at Highlands 
Fellowship, which led to a permanent youth ministry position.  
 



Bridgewater College 

Josh Law 
Business Administration 

Class of 2013 
Staunton, Virginia 

I knew from the moment I set foot on the Bridgewater College campus that I 
wanted to go there. Bridgewater represented opportunities for educational and 
personal advancement. While attending Bridgewater, I have enjoyed the 
welcoming, home-like community, small class sizes, and exceptional professors. 
Most importantly, Bridgewater has given me opportunities to lead and excel 
outside the classroom. I currently serve as vice president of the Bridgewater 
College student body and president of the Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity. 
 
My ultimate educational and career goals include attending graduate school and 
getting my MBA/JD, owning my own real estate development business, and 
possibly even politics. 
 
Without the TAG award, attending college would have been a much harder dream 
to obtain. The TAG award has given me the opportunity to accomplish my dream 
of a college education and ultimately improved my life for the best. In the spring, I 
will be the first member of my family to graduate college. The TAG award helped 
me get there.  
 



Eastern Mennonite University 

Ryan Eshleman 
Biology and Philosophy 

Class of 2013 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

TAG has been a big part of my college education. With TAG, I 
am able to enjoy my college experience and get the most out 
of my education. It allows me to balance the demands of a 
rigorous academic schedule while still pursuing my love of 
soccer and athletics. 
 
After four years of undergraduate studies I will graduate in 
April 2013. TAG made it possible for me to attend the college 
that fit me best. I hope you continue to make VTAG possible 
for the next generation. 



Emory & Henry College 

Yancey Wilmoth 
Sociology 

Class of 2013 
Glade Spring, Virginia 

As one of six children, my parents encouraged me to attend my hometown 
college of Emory & Henry after high school because of its excellent academic 
reputation and small class sizes. The Tuition Assistance Grant helped make a 
private college option affordable for my family.  
 
As president this year of student government at Emory & Henry, a resident 
advisor, and captain of the women’s soccer team, I interact with students 
every day who are working hard to make good grades and earn a college 
degree that will  help them succeed. Without TAG, many of my fellow 
Virginia students would  have to take out more loans in order to attend the 
college of their choice, putting more stress on them and their families.  
 
I’ll earn my degree this spring with a major in sociology and minor in 
Spanish. I plan to go on to graduate school next year and earn a masters in 
criminal justice. 
 
Thanks for supporting TAG and for helping keep private higher education in 
Virginia within reach for thousands of Virginia families like mine. 
  



Ferrum College 

Taylor Welch  
Liberal Arts and Educational Studies 

Class of 2013 
Newport News, Virginia  

I always wanted to get away from the city and find a small town experience. When I 
found Ferrum I fell in love. The atmosphere was everything I was looking for. I was 
accepted in Ferrum College and couldn't wait to start until I found out the cost of 
tuition. Ferrum being a private school was more expensive than other schools I 
looked into. Financially Ferrum did not seem logical. I am without a doubt blessed 
with the scholarships and grants that made it possible, including the Virginia Tuition 
Assistance Grant.  
  
Ferrum has changed my life in multiple ways. While attending Ferrum I have had 
many opportunities to better myself educationally and individually. Ferrum has 
helped me see my true goals in life and built confidence in my abilities to be a 
teacher. I am a founding sister of the first National Sorority at Ferrum College and 
the First Chapter of Delta Phi Epsilon in Virginia. I am now the Vice President of 
Programming and work closely to raise awareness for our philanthropies. Without 
the help of the Virginia Tuition Assistance grant I would not be the person I am today 
and I would not have learned to live out Ferrum’s motto “Not Self but Others.”  
 



Hampden-Sydney College 

Robert Kernodle 
Government and Chemistry 

Class of 2016 
Midlothian, Virginia 

The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant has been a tremendous blessing to my 
mother and me. I come from a single-parent home with two little sisters, and it 
can be a struggle at times for her to financially maintain the basic  necessities of 
life, much less a full-time College education. The TAG completed the final piece to 
a paid tuition that is allowing me to pursue my interests. 
 
I plan on majoring in government with a minor in chemistry here at Hampden-
Sydney College because I believe there is a close correlation between how society 
functions efficiently with all of its parts and how chemicals work.  That is, if you 
add enough of one thing to another (whether it be energy, time, mixtures, etc.) 
either something good or bad happens.  Chemists work to guarantee that good 
things happen while also making life easier, clearer, and more comfortable for 
people—just as government officials should. 
 
In order to become a leader in a community that needs positive and progressive 
thinkers, I must soak in knowledge from both the world itself and the classroom.  
The TAG allows me to achieve this knowledge so that I can inspire my community 
to grow. 



Being selected to attend Hampton University was an honor. Private institutions 
all across the state of Virginia, take on the goal of giving students a great 
education. Hampton University, where you receive an “Education for a 
Lifetime” is indeed no exception.  
 
When I was in high school, I knew where I wanted to attend college. Hampton 
University was my first and only choice. I knew that this was the school for me. 
The TAG award confirmed that choosing Hampton University as my alma mater 
was a great decision. Personally, attending college, and to go even further, a 
private institution, initially seemed out of reach due to my parents’ financial 
situation. But the TAG award helped to make my dream of attending Hampton 
University a reality.  
 
During my time here at Hampton University my major of study has been 
sociology. Once I complete matriculation, I plan to attend law school, obtaining 
a J.D./Masters in Public Policy Dual Degree. This will allow me to practice cases 
involving domestic relations. My testimony represents one of many students 
who have definitely benefited from the TAG award and we all are witnesses to 
the belief that achieving any dream is indeed possible.  
  
 

Jasmin A. Morris 
Sociology and Pre-law 

Class of 2013 
Henrico, Virginia 

Hampton University 



Hollins University 

Elizabeth Bower 
International Studies 

Class of 2013 
Martinsville, Virginia 

I worked 40 hours per week and attended community college full time.  
When I decided to transfer to a four-year university, money was definitely a 
point of concern. Quitting my job to pursue college was a big financial 
decision. After looking at all the universities in Virginia, I had determined that 
Hollins University was the perfect fit. There I could pursue my interests in 
international studies so I could potentially pursue a career in international 
academia, and accomplish my goal of studying abroad. It was also close to my 
hometown making it possible to commute to school from home.   
  
Considering the tuition costs, I did not think I would be able to attend a 
private school. After scholarships and grants, I still had miscellaneous bills 
and expenses to take care of while in school. With the help of TAG, however, I 
was able to take care of the costs that my other scholarships and grants did 
not cover. I am very thankful for the opportunity to study at Hollins 
University, the small classrooms, and personal time with professors. The TAG 
award provided me with the chance to pursue my goals personally and 
academically and I hope it stays in place to help other students like myself in 
the future.   



Jefferson College of  
Health Sciences 

Johnathon Childress 
Biomedical Sciences 

Class of 2012 
Axton, Virginia 

Deciding to attend college was a difficult decision for me.  I am the first from my 
family to attend college, and I elected to embark on my educational journey 
following several years of full-time employment.  The discussion was foreign to 
my grandparents and parents, who have labored for most of their lives.  Once 
committed, I expressed that I wished to assume any debt necessary to invest in 
my future. 
  
The close relationship between my family and myself dissuaded me from applying 
to any college that was not proximal to my home.  After applying to several 
schools in Virginia and receiving acceptance, I decided to attend Jefferson College 
of Health Sciences (JCHS). 
  
The tuition costs to attend JCHS were taxing on my financial situation, but in 
addition to internal scholarships, I also received the Tuition Assistance Grant 
(TAG). TAG greatly assisted me through each semester to make my aspirations 
become a reality.  As of December 2012, I will be a graduate of the Biomedical 
Sciences program, with a bachelor’s in science from JCHS.  Because of the 
continued support from TAG, my ultimate goal of attending medical school and 
becoming a physician is foreseeable. 
 



Liberty University 

Tremayne Edwards 
English and Theatre 

Class of 2013 
Windsor, Virginia 

I am currently finishing my degree with an English major and theatre minor. My 
goals are to obtain a Master’s degree as well to start my own small daycare 
center.  
  
The TAG program has been a huge relief in helping me obtain my college degree! 
I come from the normal middle class American family who are trying to survive 
in an uncertain economy. Every scholarship, grant, and loan I can get helps 
relieve some of the financial burden placed on my mother. Not having my 
biological father there for support, I have grown quite accustom to living 
financially aware. Going to a private school pushes those financial boundaries, 
but going to a Christian University was right for me after years in the public 
school system. The teachers at Liberty truly do care for you; friends can pray 
with you, and the atmosphere is wonderful! Without the Virginia Tuition 
Assistance Grant, I would have never been able to achieve the one thing my 
mother always dreamt of—me earning a college degree.  
  
The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant should never be considered a budget 
burden; instead, the grant should be considered as an investment in thousands 
of futures; futures that can help keep Virginia ahead of the curve.  



Lynchburg College 

Candy Jones 
Human Resource Management 

Class of 2014 
Culpeper, Virginia 

After visiting the campus of Lynchburg College, there was no doubt in my 
mind that I wanted to attend. The students, faculty, scenery and academic 
prospects were easy to take in but financially attending would be a huge 
challenge. Being that my mother is a single parent, I knew that I would have 
to take on much of the financial burden. The Virginia Tuition Assistance 
Grant has helped that weight be lifted so that I am able to enjoy my college 
experience.  
 
Lynchburg College is my home. I have been able to become a better person 
professionally and socially. I am President and a founding member of the 
Lynchburg College Chapter of the Society for Human Resource Management, 
a delegate of the Black Student Association and President of Delta Sigma Pi 
Professional Fraternity.  
 
All of my success and opportunities have been afforded because of the TAG. 
As a TAG recipient, I am grateful for the opportunity to attend Lynchburg 
College and look forward to using my education to achieve my long-term 
goal of opening my own recruiting and staffing company. 
  
 



Mary Baldwin College 

Amber Ocasio 
Arts Management 

Class of 2014 
Mechanicsville, Virginia 

 

For years, my dream of going to college was just that: a dream. My family was struggling 
financially with the loss of my father’s job. Attending a private college was not in my realm 
of possibilities, so when I received an online application from Mary Baldwin College, I 
didn’t think much about it. But as soon as I began looking at the college’s website and 
talking with students and the admissions staff, it became clear that MBC was an excellent 
fit. Confident, compassionate women shared with me the academic strengths of the 
school as well as extracurricular opportunities that truly drew me in. I learned that Mary 
Baldwin is place where every student has a voice, every student has an opportunity to 
lead and to study abroad, every student can get to know her professors, and every 
student becomes part of Mary Baldwin’s history.  
  
The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant made it possible for me to enroll at Mary Baldwin 
College -- my ideal college, not just any college. In addition to opening new worlds 
academically, activities outside the classroom have created my personal, unique 
experience. I participate in the College Choir and the a cappella group Bella Voce, and I 
have served in Student Senate and worked as a Student Advocate. This year, I lead the 
planning and implementation of some of the college’s largest social events as Baldwin 
Program Board chairwoman. My work as an MBC tour guide and as part of the orientation 
staff allows me to share my story to inspire new and prospective Mary Baldwin students. 



Marymount University 

Nora Njosa 
Nursing and Psychology 

Class of 2014 
Manassas, Virginia 

The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant  has helped me tremendously. 
After my loans and scholarships were dispersed I still had to pay a 
couple thousand more of my tuition. Since I had used all my loans 
and couldn’t afford to take out more, I had to pay out of pocket. 
Luckily, the TAG award helped me by granting me the remaining 
amount and saving me from having to pay.  
 
I am very happy to be going to Marymount University because it has 
a great nursing program. Thus, coming here was a priority for me. 
With nursing, I hope to graduate and start working as a pediatric 
oncologist. Down the road, I hope to get my doctorate degree as 
well. The TAG has helped me one step closer to my desired goal. I do 
not have to worry as much about my financial situation; allowing me 
to focus on my studies.  
 
 



Randolph College 

Tory Brown 
Communication Studies 

Class of 2013 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Choosing which college to attend was easy. Randolph College was the first school I 
visited, and I immediately loved it. The campus was beautiful, and the first class I 
attended had only eight students. I knew I wanted to be able to work closely with 
professors who could help me reach my potential. 
  
Paying for college was a different story. I was raised by my mom with the help of her 
parents, who are retired. Money was tight, and I knew they wouldn’t be able to pay for 
my education. Fortunately, I received a Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant, which put 
college within my reach. 
  
Attending Randolph helped me develop my leadership skills and discover new passions. 
I’ve planned campus-wide events as president of the student activities council, mentored 
middle school students, started an intramural basketball program, and performed in 
dance concerts and theatre productions, although I had never been on stage before. My 
journalism classes have helped prepare me for a career as a newspaper or radio reporter. 
  
My grandma recently told me, “I’m so glad you went to Randolph, because you’ve had so 
many leadership opportunities.” I couldn’t agree more, and I’m grateful that the TAG 
made it possible. 



Randolph-Macon College 

Sierra Mosticone-Wangensteen 
Biology and Psychology 

Class of 2013 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

As a single-income parent, financing my college education was a real concern for 
my mother. I fell in love with Randolph-Macon College and receive a great financial 
aid package, including the Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant, which has cut my cost 
by $11,150 over the four years.  
 
I am thankful for the great opportunities that a private school education has 
afforded me. I am the captain and one of the founders of our equestrian team, the 
vice president of Chi Beta Phi Honor Society, and a member of both Beta Beta Beta 
and Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Societies. As a biology and psychology double 
major, I have a great passion for research. I completed independent research 
courses and was accepted to participate in the Schapiro Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship program. My greatest achievement so far is being the recipient of the 
Victoria Finnerty Grant from the Genetics Society of America, which will enable me 
to travel and present my research at the 2013 Drosophila Research Conference.  
 
Being a TAG recipient has made all of this possible and I am grateful for the 
opportunity it has provided me to attend college at R-MC. I hope to attend 
graduate school next fall and start working toward a Ph.D. in molecular biology.  



Roanoke College 

Michael David Neuman 
History 

Class of 2015 
Ridgeway, Virginia 

When thinking about my college experience so far, I think about mainly two 
things: one is how I am doing in my classes, and the other is how I actually 
shouldn’t be in college. Financially speaking, my parents never could afford 
college for me or my siblings and therefore I shouldn’t be at Roanoke 
College, let alone, any college. With my father not in the picture, and my 
mother permanently disabled, there are limited funds which allow very little 
extras. Thanks to Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant, I have been able to lower 
the cost of my college career and make it bearable. 
 
Since my arrival at Roanoke, I have been an active member in the 
community. I have experienced theatrical performances, sung in the choir, 
and even been a part of a Harry Potter club. Roanoke College is providing 
me the education to be able to one day teach and provide education to 
others at the high school level. Thank you so much TAG for giving me the 
opportunity to go to college and receive an education I one time believed 
would never be possible.  



Shenandoah University 

Janisse Tate 
Public Health and Kinesiology 

Class of 2014 
Providence Forge, Virginia  

As a Junior at Shenandoah University, I am grateful that I have received the 
Tuition Assistant Grant (TAG) over the last few years. Within the last year it has 
been an extremely hard time financially for my family and myself. If I had not 
received the TAG this year, I would not have been able to further my education. 
I would have had to put my studies on hold for some period of time. The TAG 
has given me a chance to continue my schooling this year, and I am appreciative 
for this private college grant.  
 
At Shenandoah University, I have grown as a person through all the experiences 
I have encountered. I love being involved in my campus community. I am 
currently a Student Ambassador, treasurer of the Environmental Club, and 
Student Government representative for the Dance Team. I have advanced my 
communication skills by working with the Office of Advancement’s Phone-a-
thon and through the work-study program. Shenandoah University is helping to 
prepare me for my future endeavors. 



Choosing a college was difficult because I am paying for all my loans. The admissions 
department worked closely with me to be able to attend Sweet Briar College with very 
little debt, and I am grateful for that! I chose SBC because its mission is to empower 
women to take an active role in our ever-changing world. When I graduate, I hope to 
obtain my master’s and become an English professor and writer. My professors have 
taught me that as long as I put forth the effort, I am sure to succeed. At Sweet Briar, 
every opportunity is within arm’s reach, all you have to do is reach out and grab it. I 
can’t imagine myself going to school anywhere else. 

  

My activities include serving as an Honors Program Student Council representative for 
my class, a peer mentor, and working on the student literary magazine. To help with 
expenses, I work at the Academic Resource Center as an English tutor and website 
assistant.  The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant has been a blessing to my family and 
me. My mother has been my sole financial and academic supporter all my life. She has 
worked as a registered nurse for the past 25 years to provide for my brother and me. 
My brother is a senior in high school and my mother is trying to save money for his 
education. This grant means the world to me because without it, I would not be at 
Sweet Briar, which I think of as my second home. 

Khirsten Cook 
English and Creative Writing 

Class of 2015 
Honaker, Virginia 

Sweet Briar College 



University of Richmond 

Frances Dickerson-King 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Class of 2013 
Richmond, Virginia 

Nothing in life has come easily to me, particularly obtaining my Bachelor’s degree.   My 
Mother did everything possible for me as a single parent.  Things were tough but she was 
tougher and always reminded me that although I might not have the material things that 
others had, I still had a brain and that getting an education should be a major objective to 
ensure my success.   
  
In the last decade some significant things have happened in my life, including being employed 
by the University of Richmond in January 2000 and acceptance into the School of Continuing 
Studies Weekend College Program as a fulltime student in the Fall of 2011.   Upon being 
accepted into that program, I was awarded TAG, which met my additional tuition 
expenses and now will provide me an opportunity unavailable to most nontraditional students 
- traveling abroad to pursue my educational goals.   This Spring, with the awarding of TAG, I 
will be able to participate in a study abroad program in Cork, Ireland, proving that education 
has no boundaries.     
 If it were not for TAG none of the things above would have been possible and attending school would have been just 

another added expense.    However, TAG has been my lifeline and because of its commitment to me and other Virginia 
residents, I will graduate from the University in May 2013 and travel abroad, stepping outside the restrictiveness of 
the paradigms that were developed from my life experiences.  As a result, even in the pressures of today’s global 
economy, I will be able to experience, learn and share new insights that can only be gained through education.  

 



Virginia Intermont College 

Kristen Hammond 
Biology and Pre-med 

Class of 2013  
Bristol, Virginia 

 

My name is Kristen Hammond and I'm a senior at Virginia Intermont College.  
 
Last August 2012, I graduated with an A.A. degree in Allied Health from 
Virginia Intermont.  I  am currently continuing my studies at Virginia 
Intermont, working toward my B.S. degree, studying Biology with a 
concentration in Pre-Medicine.  
 
I am an Honors Program student and Vice President of the Cardinal Key 
Honor Society.  I plan to graduate this May; following graduation,  I hope to 
attend Lincoln Memorial University for their Physician Assistant program 
and obtain a Master's degree in Medical Science.  
 
I am so thankful for the TAG scholarship that provides Virginia residents 
assistance with college tuition. Education from a private college is 
expensive, and TAG has been so very helpful in making college much more 
affordable for me and many others. 



Virginia Union University 

Paris Ballou 
Psychology 

Class of 2014  
Halifax, Virginia 

 

During my senior year of high school everyone knew where they would be 
enrolling in the fall, except me.  I didn’t think college would be possible because 
of my mother’s health and financial situation.  My mother, a single parent, had 
survived breast cancer on two occasions.  Just when we thought things were 
getting better she was diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease.  The financial burden, 
the pain and suffering she endured led me to believe that continuing my 
education was impossible.    
 
My mother encouraged me to consider finding a school not too far from home.   
I decided to visit Virginia Union University and I immediately felt this would be 
my home away from home.  Receiving TAG has given me an opportunity to help 
defray the rising cost of my college tuition.   After applying to Virginia Union 
University,   I obtained an application for TAG not realizing I would actually be 
awarded the funds.  With other scholarships, the Pell Grant, and federal 
student loans my dream of attending college became a reality.   
 
I am a junior and I have worked hard to pursue a degree in Psychology. This was 
a blessing in that I never thought college would be possible. 



Virginia Wesleyan College 

Crystal Jones 
English Literature and French 

Class of 2012 
Manassas, Virginia 

 
 
 

I always knew that I would attend a four-year college of my choice. That notion had 
been planted in my head since childhood, and my mother had always told me, “If 
you can get in, we’ll find a way to pay for it.” I chose Virginia Wesleyan because it 
felt like home; every single faculty and staff member cares about me and my 
success. However, coming from a single family home, paying for tuition proved to 
be more difficult than expected. Even with my mom’s well paying job, the costs of 
tuition on top of the costs of raising my brother proved too much to bear on our 
family. Thankfully, upon being accepted into Wesleyan, I was awarded the Virginia 
Tuition Assistance Grant, which helped cut my tuition costs and made my financial 
situation manageable. 
 

At Virginia Wesleyan, I have been afforded amazing opportunities that I can’t 
imagine receiving anywhere else. I attend a close-knit institution where all of my 
professors know my name, personality, and if I was in class that day. I’ve managed 
to double major, be vice president of my sorority, president of Rho Lambda honor 
society, a member of Order of Omega, and have two jobs on campus.  

All of this, and I’m still graduating a semester early in hopes of pursuing book publishing. Without TAG, none of this would 
be possible, and I wouldn’t have attended my dream college. I am forever grateful for the opportunities it has given not 
only me, but other private college students in across the state. 



Washington and Lee University 

Paul Reilly 
Economics and Business 

 Class of 2015 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

 

Getting accepted to Washington and Lee was the culmination of a strenuous high 
school workload that stretched over four years. The diverse curriculum that W&L 
offers helped me realize how complex and interesting economics could be. Now 
I’m taking more economics and business classes in the hope of making it a career.   
 
Both my parents went to college and knew the opportunities I would have in 
attending W&L. However; unlike when they went to college, tuition rates now 
could buy a modest house. Both my parents worked hard saving up for my 
education so that I would not have overbearing debts once I start looking for a 
job of my own. As a sophomore in college I am now seeing my younger brother 
preparing to decide on what college best fits him. Along with that anxiety is the 
uncertainty of money during these past few years.  
 
Staying in Virginia was important to me and TAG made that easier having been a 
born and raised Virginian. TAG has not only made my college experience better 
but others as well. It is a reassurance for me that my parents can rely on TAG to 
help with the many costs of college for me and my brother as he is entering a new 
stage in his education. 



Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia (CICV) 
The Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia (CICV) was founded in 1971 and currently operates as Virginia Private Colleges, a 
nonprofit, 501(c)(6) organization representing twenty-nine accredited nonprofit independent colleges and universities in Virginia. We 
work collaboratively in the areas of public policy, cost containment and professional development as well as providing support to our 
member institutions and their students in the following areas: 
 
Government relations.  We serve as the voice of Virginia’s independent higher education community before state agencies and 
legislators and coordinate government relations activities for our members.  We were instrumental in starting Virginia's Tuition 
Assistance Grant (TAG) program.  We manage the advocacy of Virginia's independent colleges for increased funding for TAG and other 
programs assisting students at independent colleges.  
 
Collaboration.  We work with members and business partners to leverage collaborative opportunities that help campuses control 
operating costs and improve efficiency.  Projects range from consortium purchasing agreements among member colleges to facilitating 
the state-wide Virginia Private College Week in July and the Virginia Private College Guidance Counselor Tour the fall.  We recently 
launched a Health Benefits Consortium designed to provide quality and affordable health care for employees of our colleges. 
 
Research.  Our staff works with member institutions, the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV), the National 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU), and national organizations to provide data analysis and higher education 
research services to advance and promote the role independent higher education plays in Virginia. 
 
Public Relations.  We work closely with its members and the media to provide information and materials that highlight the 
contributions of the private colleges to the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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